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SUBJ: CALL ON LIBERIAN PRESIDENT 

1. 1 CALLED FORMALLY THIS AFTERNOON ON LIBERIAN PRESIDENT 
TOLBERT. IT CONGRATULATED HIM WARMLY FOR STATESMANLIKE 
AND RESPONSIBLE GA ADDRESS AND DESCRIBED CIRCUMSTANCES 
WHICH MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR PRESIDENT NIXON TO MEET WITH 
HIM. ON LATTER POINT TOLBERT RESPONDED WITH UNDER- 
STANDING AND DIGNITY. HE EMPHASIZED THAT HIS OWN FEELING 
OF ENDURING FRIENDSHIP FOR PRESIDENT NIXON IS "FOR THE MAN" AND 
NOT FOR THE OFFICE OR THE CIRCUMSTANCES. IN TOLBERT’S 
VIEW, US PRESIDENT (AND UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP THE SECY OF 
STATE) ARE PERFORMING TREMENDOUS SERVICES NOT ONLY TO US 
BUT TO ENTIRE WORLD. 

2. TOLBERT SEEMED PLEASED TO BE TOLD THAT HE IS REGARDED 
BY USG AS A MAJOR LEADER IN HIS PART OF WORLD. WHEN SECY 
KISSINGER AND PRESIDENT NIXON FIND IT POSSIBLE TO 

PAY VISITS TO AFRICA, THEY "MUST" INCLUDE MONROVIA ON 
THEIR ITINERARY, TOLBERT EMPHASIZED. 

3. TOLBERT MADE ONLY INDIRECT REFERENCE TO US ASSISTANCE 
TO LIBERIA, NOTING THAT OUR FRIENDSHIP HAD BEEN 
VALUABLE IN PAST AND REMAINED VITALLY IMPORTANT. LIBERIA 
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DETERMINATION. INTERESTINGLY, TOLBERT WAS NOT ACCOMPANIED 
DURING INTERVIEW BY FINANCE MINISTER STEPHEN TOLBERT NOR 
FOREIGN MINISTER DENNIS. AMBASSADORS PEAL, HAMMON AND 
INFORMATION MINISTER KESSELLY PARTICIPATED. SESSION WITH 
TOLBERT WAS EXCEEDINGLY WARM. AMBASSADOR HARMON TOLD 
ME AFTERWARD IT HAD OVERCOME TOLBERT’S UNHAPPINESS AT 
NOT GETTING WHITE HOUSE INVITATION. 
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